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1
HEAD FIXATION DEVICE AND APPARATUS
FOR SECURING COMPONENTS THERETO

PRIORITY

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application Ser. No. 61/542,246, filed Oct. 2, 2011, entitled
“Apparatus for Securing Components to a Head Fixation
Device,” the disclosure of which is incorporated by reference
herein.

BACKGROUND

In the field of head and neck diagnostics and surgery, there
exist a variety of head fixation devices (herein also referred to
as “HFDs” or “HFD” in singular) to help stabilize a patient
before undergoing a procedure. In some instances it can be
useful to attach various other components to the head fixation
device being used. While a variety of HFDs and apparatuses
used to attach various components to a HFD or other support
or stabilizing device have been made and used, it is believed
that no one prior to the inventor(s) has made or used an
invention as described herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

It is believed the present invention will be better under-
stood from the following description of certain examples
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which like reference numerals identify the same elements.

FIG. 1 depicts a perspective view of an exemplary HFD,
shown in the form of a skull clamp having two arms adjust-
able in width, the HFD further shown with two attached
quick-clamps (also referred to herein as “clamps” or “clamp”
in singular) and one attached navigation adapter.

FIG. 2 depicts a rear view of the HFD of FIG. 1, shown
without the navigation adapter connected.

FIG. 3 depicts a side view of the HFD of FIG. 1, shown
without the navigation adapter connected.

FIGS. 4-6 depict perspective views of an exemplary clamp
as shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 depicts a side view of the clamp of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 depicts a perspective view of the clamp of FIG. 1,
shown in cross section, the cross section taken along line A-A
as seen in FIG. 5.

FIGS. 9 and 10 depict a series of top views, shown in cross
section, of the clamp of FIG. 1, showing the clamp connecting
to the HFD at different points in the connection process, the
cross section made just above the clamp point of attachment
to the HFD along line B-B as seen in FIG. 3; the series of
drawings showing how the clamp draws closer to the outer
surface of the HFD arm and integrated rail as the clamp is
tightened.

FIG. 11 depicts a perspective view, shown in cross section,
of'the clamp connected to the HFD as shown in FIG. 10, the
cross section again made just above the clamp point of attach-
ment to the HFD.

FIG. 12 depicts a top view of the clamp connected to a
smaller rail shown in cross section, showing that the clamp is
compatible with rails of various sizes.

FIG. 13 depicts a magnified perspective view of the navi-
gation adapter of FIG. 1.

FIG. 14 depicts an exploded view shown in perspective of
the navigation adapter of FIG. 1, shown without the long post
and components attached thereto.

FIG. 15 depicts a top view, shown in cross section, of the
navigation adapter of FIG. 1, shown without the post.
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The drawings are not intended to be limiting in any way,
and it is contemplated that various embodiments of the inven-
tion may be carried out in a variety of other ways, including
those not necessarily depicted in the drawings. The accom-
panying drawings incorporated in and forming a part of the
specification illustrate several aspects of the present inven-
tion, and together with the description serve to explain the
principles of the invention; it being understood, however, that
this invention is not limited to the precise arrangements
shown.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description of certain examples of the inven-
tion should not be used to limit the scope of the present
invention. Other examples, features, aspects, embodiments,
and advantages of the invention will become apparent to those
skilled in the art from the following description. As will be
realized, the invention is capable of other different and obvi-
ous aspects, all without departing from the invention. Accord-
ingly, the drawings and descriptions should be regarded as
illustrative in nature and not restrictive.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary HFD (10) in the form of a
skull clamp (100) having two clamps (200) and a navigation
adapter (300) attached. The skull clamp (100) itself com-
prises two arms (102) that each have a lateral portion (104)
and an upright portion (106). The lateral portion (104) of one
of the arms (102) is configured to receive the lateral portion
(104) of the other of the arms (102). In the present example,
one of the lateral portions (104) includes a starburst interface
(108) for connecting the skull clamp (100) with another struc-
ture, e.g., an OR table (not shown). The skull clamp (100) can
be connected directly to the OR table or indirectly via, e.g., a
position adapter (not shown). At the top of each arm’s upright
portion (106) is a skull pin assembly (110) that can either be
have one or more skull pins connected thereto. In the present
example, one upright portion (106) includes a rocker arm
(112) with dual skull pins (114), while the other upright
portion (106) includes a skull pin assembly (110) having a
single skull pin (116).

Exemplary Quick-Rail (Also Referred to Herein as “Rails”
or “Rail” in Singular)

Each upright portion (106) of an arm (102) is configured
with an integrated rail (118) where the profile of the upright
portion (106) defines rail (118). Integrated rail (118) in the
present example takes the form of an I-beam or similar form.
As will be discussed further below, rail (118) is configured to
receive one or more accessories, e.g., navigation adapter
(300), clamps (200), or other accessories. As shown in the
illustrated version, HFD (10) includes clamp (200) on each
rail (118) and navigation adapter (300) on one of rails (118).

FIGS. 2-3 illustrate HFD (10), but shown without naviga-
tion adapter (300) so as to present more details of rails (118)
and clamps (200). Rails (118) in the present example have an
outer surface (120) with a width of about 25 mm. Of course in
other versions, the dimensions of rails (118) can be larger or
smaller that those shown and described in the illustrated
version. Also, rails (118) are configured as straight in the
illustrated version, extending generally along the length of
upright portions (106), but generally not extending along the
length of transitional curves (122) from upright portions
(106) to lateral portions (104), and not extending along lateral
portions (104) themselves. Of course in other versions, rails
(118) can be configured as curved along any portions of
upright portions (106), transitional curves (122), and lateral
portions (104).
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FIG. 3 illustrates a view that shows rails (118) comprise
starburst interface (124) (also referred to at times as a “star-
burst feature”) on outer surface (120) of each rail (118).
Starburst interface (124) is configured as an accessory attach-
ment interface such that various accessories or other compo-
nents can be mounted to starburst interface (124). In the
present example, starburst interface (124) is positioned gen-
erally near the upper portion of rail (118) below skull pin
assemblies (110). In other words, starburst interface (124) is
positioned along an upper portion of arm (102) substantially
proximal or adjacent to a stabilizing feature that is configured
to contact a patient’s head, e.g., skull pin assemblies (110)
with skull pins (114). Positioning starburst interface (124)
near the upper portion of rail (118) allows for starburst inter-
face (124), and whatever accessory is mounted thereto, to be
close to the patient’s head and/or close to the points where
skull clamp (100) connects with or contacts the patient’s
head. In other words, in the present example, starburst inter-
face (124) is mounted to, connected with, or part of HFD (10)
in such a way that starburst interface (124) is close to the
patient’s head and/or close to the points where the patients
head contacts the HFD. In some other versions starburst inter-
faces (124) can be in other positions along rails (118).

Starburst interfaces (124) comprise teeth (126) that extend
in a circular fashion, where teeth (126) are configured to
engage teeth of a complementary starburst interface, e.g. the
complementary starburst interface on navigation adapter
(300) as will be described further below. Starburst interfaces
(124) on rail (118) further comprise threaded bore (128) near
the center, where threaded bore (128) is configured to engage
abolt, screw, or rod having corresponding threads, where the
bolt, screw, or rod can be a component of the complementary
starburst interface. In the present example, starburst interface
(124) onrail (118) is used as a connection point for navigation
adapter (300). Of course any variety of accessories could be
used with starburst interface (124).

Exemplary Clamp

FIGS. 4-8 illustrate one of clamps (200) depicted in FIG. 1,
the other clamp (200) having the same structure and function.
In the present example, clamp (200) comprises a body (202),
an actuator (204) in the form of a winged member, a threaded
rod (206), a starburst interface (208), a rail (210), dual sta-
tionary jaws (212) that are formed integral with body (202),
and a single movable jaw (214). In using clamp (200), rotating
actuator (204) turns threaded rod (206) in place. Single mov-
able jaw (214) comprises a threaded bore (216) positioned
about threaded rod (206) such that the threads of threaded
bore (216) engage the threads of threaded rod (206). When
actuator (204) is rotated, movable jaw (214) is prevented from
rotating based on the configuration of body (202), which
comprises a channel (218) thathouses threaded rod (206), and
body (202) also includes sidewalls (220) that contact movable
jaw (214) to prevent it from rotating. Without the ability to
rotate in unison with threaded rod (206) and actuator (204),
movable jaw (214) translates linearly along threaded rod
(206) in response to rotation of actuator (204) based on the
engagement between threaded rod (206) and threaded bore
(216).

As illustrated in FIG. 8, body (202) comprises bore (230)
through which threaded rod (206) extends. Actuator (204)
comprises bore (232), pin (234), collar (236), and washer
(237). Collar (236) comprises flange (238) that is positioned
adjacent the outer surface of body (202) around bore (230).
The remainder of collar (236) generally fits within bore (230).
Washer (237) is positioned adjacent the inner surface of body
(202) around bore (230). Collar (236) further comprises bore
(240) such that bore (230) of body (202) and bore (240) of
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collar (236) are generally concentric. Threaded rod (206)
extends through bores (230, 240, 232) and pin (234) extends
laterally through actuator (204) and through an end portion of
threaded rod (206) to retain threaded rod (206) within actua-
tor (204). As also illustrated in FIG. 8, threaded rod (206)
comprises flange (242) that generally is adjacent washer
(237) within body (202). This configuration described above
allows for threaded rod (206) and actuator (204) to rotate in
unison, and also allows actuator (204) and threaded rod (206)
to maintain their lateral positions relative to body (202) such
that when rotated, threaded rod (206) and actuator (204)
rotate in place and do not translate laterally. In some versions,
in addition to being retained by pin (234), bore (232) of
actuator (204) is threaded and engages the end of threaded rod
(206) with a threaded engagement. Once pin (234) is placed,
in such versions, rotation of actuator (204) cannot cause the
threaded engagement of actuator (204) and threaded rod
(206) to be undone.

As also illustrated in FIG. 8, in some versions threaded rod
(206) comprises end (244) opposite the end of threaded rod
(206) that joins with actuator (204). End (244) is configured
with threaded bore (248) to accept screw (246) that has
complementary threads. Screw (246) is sized such that a lip
(254) extends past the diameter of threaded rod (206). Lip
(254)is sized such that it is slightly larger than the diameter of
bore (216) of movable jaw (214) such that when clamp (200)
is opened fully, the end of movable jaw (214) abuts lip (254)
of screw (246) thereby retaining movable jaw (214) within
body (202).

Positioned on an outer surface (222) of clamp (200) is
starburst interface (208) and rail (210). In the present
example, rail (210) merges with starburst interface (208).
Both rail (210) and starburst interface (208) on clamp (200)
provide locations for attaching other components or accesso-
ries, e.g., retractors, etc. Starburst interface (208) on clamps
(200) comprises teeth (224) that surround a central threaded
bore (226). Teeth (224) and threaded bore (226) are config-
ured to engage with a complementary starburst interface the
same or similar to those described above. Starburst interface
(208) positioned on clamp (200) also comprises sides (228)
having flat surfaces.

FIGS. 9 and 10 illustrate a sequence of attaching clamp
(200) to rail (118) and also illustrate the cross section profile
of arms (102) and integrated rails (118) as well as the void
space or shape defined by jaws (212, 214) of clamp (200). As
can be seen from the successive views, as clamp (200) is
tightened, the complementary profile of rail (118) and that
defined by jaws (212, 214) of clamp (200) causes clamp (200)
to draw itself closer and closer to outer surface (120) of rail
(118). This continues until outer surface (120) of rail (118)
substantially contacts an inner surface (250) of clamp (200).
In this position, as shown in FIGS. 9-11, clamp (200) provides
at least a general four-point security or fixation, with each of
two stationary jaws (212) contacting rail (118), one movable
jaw (214) contacting rail (118), and inner surface (250) of
clamp (200) contacting outer surface (120) of rail (118).

It should be understood that when describing any number
of “points of fixation,” fixation along points of contact is
included as well as fixation along surfaces of contact. It
should also be understood that at least four-point security or
fixation means four or more points of fixation. Similarly, at
least three points of fixation or at least three-point fixation
means three or more points of fixation.

In some versions, dual jaws (212) can be replaced with a
single jaw (212). FIGS. 9 and 10 are applicable to depict a two
total jaw configuration with one fixed jaw (212) and one
movablejaw (214). In some versions, clamp (200) provides at
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least a general three-point security or fixation. This may
include fixation at the ends of a three jaw system, or fixation
at the ends of a two jaw system with also contact along inner
surface (250) of clamp (200) and outer surface (120) of rail
(118). In view of the teachings herein, other configurations of
jaws (212, 214) and surfaces (120, 250) of clamp (200) and
rail (118) to achieve at least three point fixation will be appar-
ent to one of ordinary skill in the art.

As mentioned above arms (102) of skull clamp (100) have
integrated rails (118). As best seen in the cross sections of
FIGS. 9-11, rails (118) have a generally I-beam like profile.
More specifically, each rail (118) comprises outer surface
(120), inner surface (132), and middle portion (130). Middle
portion (130) is a narrow width portion of rail (118) and
extending from each side of middle portion (130) are outer
protrusion (134) and inner protrusion (136) respectively. In
the illustrated version, protrusions (134, 136) generally have
a triangular dovetail-like shape. More specifically, however,
protrusions (134, 136) do not have identical shapes as seen in
the illustrated version. Of course in some other versions pro-
trusions (134, 136) can have identical shapes. In the present
example, inner surface (132) has a greater width than outer
surface (120) such that inner protrusion (136) has a greater
width than outer protrusion (134). Also, the distance from the
center point of middle portion (130) to inner surface (132) is
less than the distance from the center portion of middle por-
tion (130) to outer surface (120). This difference in distances
contributes to inner protrusion (136) having a flatter profile
where it extends a lesser distance from middle portion (130)
compared to outer protrusion (134), which has a less flat
profile and extends a greater distance from middle portion
(130). Referring to FIGS. 10 and 11, it is shown that in the
present example, when jaws (212, 214) of clamp (200) are
fully engaged with rail (118), the void space or shape defined
by jaws (212, 214) matches the profile of outer protrusion
(134) of rail (118) such that clamp (200) securely engages rail
(118). Stated another way, the shape defined by jaws (212,
214) of clamp (200) is adjustable and can be configured to
substantially match, or even exactly match, the cross sec-
tional profile of the structure jaws (212, 214) are being
mounted to.

Referring again to FIGS. 4-8, jaws (212) comprise ends
(256). Ends (256) each comprise tapered surfaces (258, 259)
on each side of each jaw (212), where tapered surfaces (258)
extend outwardly from inner surfaces (260) on each side of
each jaw (212) to end surfaces (262) of jaws (212). Similarly
tapered surfaces (259) extend inwardly from outer surfaces
(261) on each side of each jaw (212) to end surfaces (262) of
jaws (212). Jaws (212) further comprise inclined surfaces
(264) that are configured to contact outer protrusion (134)
when clamp (200) is engaged with rail (118). End surfaces
(262) extend outwardly away from threaded rod (206) in a
generally perpendicular fashion. When clamp (200) is fully
engaged with rail (118), end surfaces (262) are generally
adjacent to middle portion (130) of rail (118).

Similar to jaws (212), jaw (214) comprises end (266). End
(266) comprises tapered surfaces (268) on each side of jaw
(214), where tapered surfaces (268) extends inwardly from
outer surfaces (270) of jaw (214) to end surface (272) of jaw
(214). Jaw (214) further comprises inclined surface (274) that
is configured to contact outer protrusion (134) when clamp
(200) is engaged with rail (118). End surface (272) extends
outwardly away from threaded rod (206) in a generally per-
pendicular fashion. When clamp (200) is fully engaged with
rail (118), end surface (272) is generally adjacent to middle
portion (130) of rail (118).
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In some versions, rail (118) is sized such that end surfaces
(262, 272) contact middle portion (130) of rail when clamp
(200) is fully engaged with rail (118). In such versions, clamp
(200) maintains generally at least a seven point security or
fixation with rail (118) via contact between: (a) rail (118) and
each of three end surfaces (262, 272) of jaws (212, 214), (b)
rail (118) and each of three inclined surfaces (264, 274) of
jaws (212, 214), and (c¢) rail (118) and inner surface (250) of
clamp (200). Also, in some versions jaw (214) can bereplaced
by a component having two jaw members instead of one such
that clamp (200) comprises a total of four jaws. In view of the
teachings herein, other modifications to clamp (200) and jaws
(212,214) will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art.

FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary version where clamp
(200) as described above, is used with, and compatible with,
a smaller rail (138). In this version, because rail (138) has a
smaller size, outer surface (140) of rail (138) does not contact
inner surface (250) of clamp (200) when clamp (200) is
secured to rail (138). However, there continues to be secure
fixation because each of three jaws (212, 214) of clamp (200)
contact rail (138) at at least two points along the profile of rail
(138). For instance, in the illustrated version, rail (138) has an
I-beam profile generally, and when secured, each jaw (212,
214) of clamp (200) contacts at least two portions of rail
(138). For instance, contact is made along an outer protrusion
(140) of rail (138) and along an inner protrusion (142) of rail
(138). In some versions, contact can also be made along the
sides of middle portion (144) of rail (138). As shown in the
illustrated version, clamp (200) maintains at least nine points
of security or fixation with rail (138) as shown by contact
between: (a) rail (138) and each of three end surfaces (262,
272) of jaws (212, 214), (b) rail (138) and each of three
inclined surfaces (264, 274) of jaws (212, 214), and (c) rail
(138) and each of three upper surfaces (276, 278) of jaws
(212, 214). Stated another way, in some versions, ends (256,
266) of jaws (212, 214) are shaped to match the void space
defined by the cross sectional profile of rail (138). It should
further be noted that in some versions, dual jaws (212) may be
replaced by a single jaw (212) for an overall two jaw system
used with rail (138). Furthermore, in some versions, single
jaw (214) may be replaced by a dual jaw configuration to
provide an overall four jaw system used with rail (138). In
view of the teachings herein, other ways to modify clamp
(200) and rails (118, 138) such that clamp (200) will function
with rails of various sizes and/or shapes will be apparent to
those of ordinary skill in the art.

With the configuration of clamp (200) and rail (118) as
described above, an automatic alignment of clamp (200) to
rail (118) during tightening is provided that ensures full seat-
ing of clamp (200) to rail (118) during securing clamp (200)
to rail (118). For instance, the linear movement of jaw (214)
to effectuate securing clamp (200) to rail (118), along with the
dovetail-like shape of protrusion (134) and complementary
shape of void space or shape defined by jaws (212, 214)
provides that clamp (200) pulls itself toward rail (118) during
tightening. This promotes that jaws (212, 214) contact rail
(118) in such a way that jaws (212, 214) are aligned and
therefore will fully seat when secured to rail (118). This
configuration further provides for a repeatable closure of
clamp (200), and when secured to rail (118), the connection
between clamp (200) and rail (118) is repeatable and stable.

Exemplary Navigation Adapter

FIGS. 13-15 illustrate an exemplary navigation adapter
(300) comprising body (301). In the present example, navi-
gation adapter (300) connects with rail (118) of HFD (10) at
one end via starburst interface (302) and complementary star-
burst interface (124) as described above. Associated with



US 9,402,692 B2

7

starburst interface (302), as shown in FIG. 14 are threaded rod
(352), pin (353), actuator (354), and washers (355, 356).
Actuator (354) is configured to rotate in unison with threaded
rod (352), which engages threaded bore (128) of starburst
interface (124) to draw the teeth of starburst interfaces (302,
124) together. The engagement between starburst interfaces
(302, 124) selectively secures navigation adapter (300) to
HFD (10). When the engagement between starburst interfaces
(302, 124) is sufficiently loose, navigation adapter (300) can
be rotated about starburst interfaces (302, 124) to orient navi-
gation adapter (300) in a desired position. Thus, the connec-
tion between starburst interfaces (124, 302) provides naviga-
tion adapter (300) with a first axis of rotation for adjusting the
position of navigation adapter (300) relative to skull clamp
(100).

At the other end of navigation adapter (300), navigation
adapter is configured to retain a tracking device (400) (also at
times referred to as a reference device or a reference marker)
supported by post (304). Post (304) comprises connector
(305) at the top, and connector (305) connects with the track-
ing device (400). Generally, tracking devices are configured
to provide spatial data by serving as a reference to any instru-
ment or marker that may be used in conjunction with naviga-
tion systems. For instance, tracking device (400) can be con-
figured to be maintained in the same location throughout a
procedure as an instrument or marker moves within the three
dimensional space. With such navigation systems, both track-
ing device (400) and any instrument or marker used in the
procedure are communicating with the navigation system.
Post (304) is adjustable vertically relative to a longitudinal
axis defined by body (301) of navigation adapter (300). Also,
post (304) can be adjusted rotationally via starburst interfaces
(306, 308) that join the portion of navigation adapter (300)
that retains post (304) with the remainder of navigation
adapter (300). Thus, the connection between starburst inter-
faces (306, 308) provides navigation adapter (300) with a
second axis of rotation for adjusting the position of navigation
adapter (300) relative to skull clamp (100). In the present
example, as described further below, post (304) is adjustable
vertically and rotationally by manipulating a single actuator
(316).

As also illustrated in FIGS. 13-15, body (301) of naviga-
tion adapter (300) comprises pins (357) that retain certain
portions of navigation adapter (300) within body (301). For
instance, pins (357) function to retain starburst interfaces
(302) and (306) within body (301) of navigation adapter
(300). In some versions starburst interfaces (302, 306) com-
prise threaded ends (359) that engage body (301) with a
threaded engagement instead of or in addition to being
retained by pins (357).

Referring to FIGS. 14-15, the portion of navigation adapter
(300) that retains post (304) comprises inner body (310),
middle body (312), outer body (314), and actuator (316).
Inner body (310) fits within middle body (312) and those fit
within outer body (314) such that openings (328, 330, 332)
for post (304) can be aligned. Middle body (312) includes
threaded bore (318) configured to engage with the threads on
threaded rod (320), which connects to actuator (316).
Threaded rod (320) comprises flange (334), and when
assembled, flange (334) is adjacent o-ring (336) within
middle body (312) as best seen in FIG. 15. Thus when
assembled, threaded rod (320) is inserted through middle
body (312) and outer body (314) from the end closest to
starburst interface (306). Threaded rod (320) is held within
actuator (316) by pin (317) that extends through bore (315) of
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actuator (316) and bore (319) in threaded rod (320) such that
rotation of actuator (316) produces corresponding rotation of
threaded rod (320).

First spring (322) is positioned between one end of middle
body (312) and outer body (314) as shown in FIGS. 14 and 15.
Second spring (324) is positioned between the end of inner
body (310) nearest starburst interface (306) and extends
within interior bore (326) of starburst interface (306) abutting
ring (360). Inner body (310) and middle body (312) are con-
figured with lateral slots (338, 340) while outer body (314)
includes lateral bore (342). Pin (344) connects with bore
(342) of outer body (314) and extends through slots (338,
340) of middle body (312) and inner body (310). In the
present example, lateral slot (338) of inner body (310) is
configured with an intersecting bore (362) that extends later-
ally through inner body (310). In some versions, when pin
(344) seats within slot (338), pin (344) can extend at least
partially or be extended at least partially within intersecting
bore (362). In some other versions, when pin (344) seats
within slot (338), pin (344) extends only within the lateral
portion of slot (338) and not within intersecting bore (362).
As discussed further below, in some versions lateral move-
ment of inner body (310) will produce lateral movement of
pin (344) by pin (344) contacting a portion of lateral slot (338)
that is closest to threaded rod (320) after sufficient lateral
movement of inner body (310). Furthermore, lateral move-
ment of pin (344) will produce lateral movement of outer
body (314) since pin (344) engages bore (342) when naviga-
tion adapter (300) is assembled. At the same time, middle
body (312) remains stationary even when inner body (310),
pin (344), and outer body (314) move laterally because pin
(344) moves within slot (340) of middle body (312) and
because of the specific configuration of middle body (312) as
described further below.

When actuator (316) is rotated, threaded rod (320) engages
with threaded bore (318) of middle body (312). Middle body
(312) comprises flange (346) that abuts notch (358) within the
sidewall of interior bore (326) of starburst interface (306).
Flange (346) further abuts spacer (361) and thus middle body
(312) remains stationary because of this contact between
flange (346) and notch (358) on one side, and flange (346) and
spacer (361) on the other side. Thus when actuator (316) is
rotated, threaded rod (320) translates toward inner body (310)
and drives inner body (310) toward starburst interface (306).
Slot (338) in inner body (310) is sized and configured as
described above so that during at least a portion of the trans-
lation or lateral movement of inner body (310), inner body
(310) will drive pin (344) in the same direction, thereby
moving outer body (314) in the same direction because of the
engagement of pin (344) with bore (342) of outer body (314).
This movement of outer body (314) is such that teeth (348) of
starburst interface (308) on outer body (314) engage teeth
(350) of starburst interface (306) on body (301) of navigation
adapter (300). This action selectively secures the rotational
position of the post-retaining portion of navigation adapter
(300). To adjust the rotational position of post (304), actuator
(315) rotation is reversed to drive threaded rod (320) away
from inner body (310). The spring bias of springs (322, 324)
then causes springs (322, 324) to disengage starburst inter-
face (308) from starburst interface (306) so rotational adjust-
ment can be accomplished.

Also from rotation of actuator (316), the vertical position
of post (304) is selectively secured. Post (304) extends
through generally concentric openings (328, 330, 332) in
inner body (310), middle body (312), and outer body (314)
respectively. As inner body (310) and outer body (314) trans-
late, post (304) is pushed in the same direction as the trans-
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lation. Middle body (312) remains stationary as does its
oblong shaped opening (330) through which post (304)
passes. Therefore, the translation of inner body (310) and
outer body (314) push post (304) against the side of opening
(330) in middle body (312) that is closest to body (301) of
navigation adapter (300). At the same time, post (304) is
pushed from the opposite side by its contact with openings
(328, 332) of inner body (310) and outer body (314) respec-
tively. These forces and contact create an interference fit or
connection between post (304) and openings (328, 330, 332)
in inner body (310), middle body (312), and outer body (314)
respectively, such that the vertical position of post (304) is
selectively secured. The reverse motion of actuator (316) will
cause the components to resiliently move back due to the
spring bias of springs (322, 324), and then vertical adjustment
of post (304) can be accomplished.

Referring back to FIGS. 1 and 2, and in particular to the
illustration of navigation adapter (300) and starburst interface
(124), the present version shows that the interface for con-
necting navigation adapter (300) to HFD (10)—in this case
starburst interface (124)—is positioned relatively close to the
skull pin assembly (110) and associated skull pins (114) that
would ultimately engage a patient’s head. In other words, the
interface for the navigation adapter (300) is close to the struc-
tures that will be used to stabilize the patient’s head. Thus the
interface and the configuration of navigation adapter (300)
itself are such that navigation adapter (300) can be positioned
close to a patient’s head, while not interfering with the struc-
tures that will be used to stabilize the patient’s head or the
operation of those structures. As illustrated in FIG. 1, navi-
gation adapter (300) is positionable such that it angles away
from the skull clamp (100) such that navigation adapter (300)
is generally not coplanar with either skull pin assemblies
(110) or arms (102) of skull clamp (100). This contributes to
navigation adapter (300) not interfering with such compo-
nents of skull clamp (100) like skull pin assemblies (110),
clamps (200), and other components.

Additionally, incorporating starburst interface (124) rela-
tively near the upper portion of arm (102), allows the com-
ponents of attached navigation adapter (300) to extend for a
shorter distance to appropriately position tracking device
(400). In other words, the distance through navigation adapter
(300) itself, from the starting point at the connection with
starburst (124) to the ending point at connector (305) or
tracking device (400), is less or shorter than this distance with
other configurations where a navigation adapter attaches
lower on the skull clamp (100). For instance, in other
examples where a navigation adapter connects to starburst
(108), the components of that navigation adapter extend for a
longer distance to ultimately position tracking device (400)
appropriately near the patient’s head. In other words, the
distance through that navigation adapter itself, from the start-
ing point at the connection with starburst (108) to the ending
point at connector (305) or tracking device (400), is greater or
longer than this distance with the configuration in the illus-
trated version where navigation adapter (300) attaches higher
on skull clamp (100) via starburst interface (124). By way of
example only, and not limitation, depending on the type of
tracking device used, in some versions navigation adapter
(300) ranges between about 15 to 25 centimeters in cumula-
tive length through navigation adapter (300) as described
above.

Regarding construction materials, the components
described herein can be made of imagining compatible mate-
rials, like aluminum or titanium among others. Of course
where imaging is not a concern, the components can be made
of other metals that would not necessarily be compatible with
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imaging modalities. Still yet, the components in some ver-
sions are made of radiolucent materials to not only be com-
patible with imaging modalities, but also provide little or no
artifacts or imaging signature when imaging is performed. In
view of the teachings herein, other materials of construction
for the components described will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art.

Having shown and described various embodiments of the
present invention, further adaptations of the methods and
systems described herein may be accomplished by appropri-
ate modifications by one of ordinary skill in the art without
departing from the scope of the present invention. Several of
such potential modifications have been mentioned, and others
will be apparent to those skilled in the art. For instance, the
examples, embodiments, geometrics, materials, dimensions,
ratios, steps, and the like discussed above are illustrative and
are not required. Accordingly, the scope of the present inven-
tion should be considered in terms of any claims that may be
presented and is understood not to be limited to the details of
structure and operation shown and described in the specifica-
tion and drawings.

I claim:

1. A head fixation device for use in a medical procedure,
wherein the head fixation device comprises:

a. a pair of arms defining a skull clamp, wherein each of the
arms comprise a cross-sectional profile that defines a
rail; and

b. at least one clamp, wherein the clamp comprises at least
one movable jaw that translates linearly to selectively
secure the clamp to the rail by grasping the rail, wherein
the clamp selectively receives one or more accessories
for use during the medical procedure.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein each arm comprises an
upright portion and a lateral portion, wherein the cross-sec-
tional profile that defines the rail extends substantially along
the upright portion.

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the rail is substantially
straight.

4. The device of claim 1, wherein the rail comprises at least
one protruding member, wherein the clamp is securable to the
rail by grasping the at least one protruding member.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the clamp comprises an
inner surface, and wherein the protruding member comprises
an outer surface, wherein the inner surface of the clamp is
configured to substantially contact the outer surface of the
protruding member when the clamp is secured to the rail.

6. The device of claim 4, wherein the clamp comprises at
least two jaws, wherein the jaws of the clamp are adjustable to
define a space having a shape that matches the cross-sectional
profile of the arms defining the rail.

7. The device of claim 1, wherein the clamp comprises a
rail configured to receive the one or more accessories for use
during the medical procedure.

8. The device of claim 1, wherein the clamp comprises at
least a three point fixation with the rail when the clamp is
secured to the rail.

9. The device of claim 1, wherein translation of the mov-
able jaw is initiated by rotating a stationary rod.

10. A head fixation device for use in a medical procedure,
wherein the head fixation device comprises:

a. a pair of arms defining a skull clamp, wherein each of the

pair of arms comprise an upright portion;

b. askull pin assembly connectable to the upright portion of
a select one of the pair of arms defining the skull clamp,
wherein the skull pin assembly comprises one or more
skull pins that selectively contact a patient’s head;
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c. an integrated accessory attachment interface that selec-
tively receives a first accessory for use during the medi-
cal procedure, wherein the integrated accessory attach-
ment interface is positioned along the upright portion of
the select one of the pair of arms defining the skull clamp
having the skull pin assembly, wherein the integrated
accessory attachment interface is positioned substan-
tially proximal to the skull pin assembly having the one
or more skull pins that selectively contact the patient’s
head.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein each of the arms
comprise a cross-sectional profile that defines a rail, wherein
the rail comprises:

a. at least one protruding member; and

b. the accessory attachment interface;
wherein the protruding member is configured to receive a
second accessory for use during the medical procedure.

12. The device of claim 10, wherein the accessory attach-
ment interface comprises a starburst interface.
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13. The device of claim 10, wherein the rail comprises an
outer surface, wherein the accessory attachment interface is
located on the outer surface of the rail.

14. The device of claim 10, wherein the first accessory is a
navigation adapter.

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the navigation adapter
extends outward from the rail such that the navigation adapter
is generally not coplanar with the stabilizing feature.

16. The device of claim 14, wherein the navigational
adapter is adjustable about two axes of rotation and further is
adjustable vertically relative to a longitudinal axis defined by
a body of the navigation adapter.

17. The device of claim 10, wherein the first accessory
comprises at least one axis of rotation for rotational adjust-
ment, and wherein the first accessory further comprises an
interface for a navigation accessory for use during the medi-
cal procedure.



